
 

Dry hay stored on Minnesota farms as of May 1, 2016, was estimated at 770,000 tons, 
an increase of 7 percent from May 2015.  Disappearance from December 1, 2015 – May 
1, 2016, totaled 2.38 million tons, up 2 percent from the 2.33 million tons for the same 
period a year earlier. 

All hay stored on United States farms as of May 1, 2016, totaled 25.1 million tons, up 3 
percent from a year ago. Disappearance between December 1, 2015 and May 1, 2016 
totaled 69.9 million tons, compared with 67.5 million tons for the same period a year 
earlier. 

May 1 hay stocks were up slightly from the previous year as mild winter conditions throughout most of the Nation did not 
extend supplemental feeding. 

 

Hay Stocks on Farms – Minnesota and United States:  December 1 and May 1, 2014-2016 

 December 1 May 1 

 2014 2015 2015 2016 

 (1,000 tons) (1,000 tons) (1,000 tons) (1,000 tons) 

Minnesota ........................  3,050 3,150 720 770 

United States ...................  92,052 94,993 24,517 25,140 

 
 

  

 
USDA  

National Agricultural Statistics Service 

Upper Midwest Region – Minnesota  Field Office 

Cooperating with the Minnesota Dept. of Agriculture 
nassrfoumr@nass.usda.gov 

www.nass.usda.gov 
 

Minnesota AgriView 
Vol 16-11 May 27, 2016 

HAY STOCKS 
 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Hay Stocks 

Honey Bee Colonies 

Cattle & Milk PDI 

Hogs PDI 

0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

3,500

4,000

4,500

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Th
o

u
sa

n
d

 t
o

n
s

Hay Stocks on Farms - Minnesota, May 1 and December 1, 2007-2016 

May 1 Dec. 1

mailto:nassrfoumr@nass.usda.gov
http://www.nass.usda.gov/


HONEY BEE COLONIES  
 

 

Honey bee colonies for operations with 5 or more colonies in Minnesota as of January 1, 2016 totaled 37.0 thousand 
colonies. This is 32 percent above the 28.0 thousand colonies on January 1, 2015.  During 2015, honey bee colonies on 
April 1, July 1, and October 1 were 71.0 thousand, 133 thousand, and 104 thousand, respectively. The quarter of July-
September 2015 had the largest maximum number of colonies, with 136 thousand, while January-March 2016 had the 
smallest maximum number of colonies with 39.0 thousand.  

Honey bee colonies lost for operations with 5 or more colonies during the quarter of January-March 2016 was 6,000, 62 
percent more than 3,700 lost during the same quarter the year before. The quarter of July-September 2015 had a loss of 
32.0 thousand colonies or 24 percent of the maximum colonies, the highest honey bee colony loss of the 5 quarters.  The 
quarter January-March 2015, at 3,700 or 5 percent, showed the smallest loss.  

Varroa mites were the number one stressor for operations with 5 or more colonies during 3 quarters in 2015 and the 
number two stressor during the remaining 2 quarters surveyed.  The quarter of October-December 2015 showed the 
highest percentage of varroa mites, with 43.6 percent of Minnesota’s honey bee colonies affected. 

Honey bee colonies for operations with five or more colonies in the United States as of January 1, 2016 totaled 2.59 
million. This is 8 percent below the 2.82 million colonies on January 1, 2015. During 2015, honey bee colonies on April 1, 
July 1, and October 1 were 2.85 million, 3.13 million, and 2.87 million, respectively. Honey bee colonies lost for operations 
with five or more colonies during the quarter of January-March 2016, was 429 thousand colonies or 17 percent lost. The 
quarter of January-March 2015 had a loss of 500 thousand colonies or 18 percent, the highest honey bee colonies loss of 
the five quarters. The quarter of April-June 2015, at 353 thousand or 12 percent, showed the least amount of lost honey 
bee colonies. 

Varroa mites were the number one stressor for operations with five or more colonies during each of the quarters surveyed. 
The quarter of January-March 2016 showed varroa mites at 34.3 percent. The quarter of April-June 2015 showed the highest 
percentage of varroa mites at 43.4 percent affected. 

Colonies with loss reported that met all of the following criteria: 1) Little to no build-up of dead bees in the hive or at the 
hive entrance 2) Rapid loss of adult honey bee population despite the presence of queen, capped brood, and food 
reserves 3) Absence or delayed robbing of the food reserves 4) Loss not attributable to varroa or nosema loads, peaked 
at 114 thousand colonies lost during January-March 2016. That same quarter a year ago showed 92.3 thousand colonies 
lost. 

Honey Bee Colonies – Minnesota:  2015-2016 
[Operations with 5 or more colonies.] 

 
First of the quarter 

number of colonies 1 

Maximum 

colonies 2 Lost colonies 
Percent 

lost 3 

Added 

colonies 

Renovated 

colonies4 

Percent 

renovated5 

 (number) (number) (number) (percent) (number) (number) (percent) 

Jan-Mar 2015 ...............  

Apr-Jun 2015 ................  

Jul-Sep 2015 ................  

Oct-Dec 2015 ...............  

Jan-Mar 2016 ...............  

28,000 

71,000 

133,000 

104,000 

37,000 

74,000 

125,000 

136,000 

105,000 

39,000 

3,700 

12,500 

32,000 

10,000 

6,000 

5 

10 

24 

10 

15 

690 

20,000 

640 

600 

4,400 

530 

21,000 

2,300 

40 

10 

1 

17 

2 

(Z) 

(Z) 

(Z) Less than half of the unit shown.  1 Number of colonies in the state as of the first day of the quarter.  2 Number of colonies in the state on the first day of the quarter plus all colonies moved into state 

during the quarter.  3 Percent lost is the number of lost colonies divided by the maximum colonies.  4 Defined as any surviving colony that was requeened or received new honey bees through nuc or 

package.  5 Percent renovated is the number of renovated colonies divided by the maximum colonies. 

 

Colony Health – Minnesota:  2015-2016 
[Operations with 5 or more colonies, percent of colonies affected by stressor.  A colony may be affected by multiple stressors.] 

 Varroa mites 
Other pests and 

parasites 1 Disease 2 Pesticide Other 3 Unknown 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Jan-Mar 2015 ...................  

Apr-Jun 2015 ....................  

Jul-Sep 2015 ....................  

Oct-Dec 2015 ...................  

Jan-Mar 2016 ...................  

1.4 

25.4 

33.3 

43.6 

11.8 

0.1 

6.2 

14.6 

8.7 

6.9 

(Z) 

1.4 

7.4 

8.4 

0.1 

0.1 

16.5 

27.4 

25.0 

11.3 

1.6 

10.1 

7.0 

3.8 

7.1 

2.1 

9.3 

7.2 

8.9 

14.2 

(Z) Less than half of the unit shown.  1 Tracheal mites, nosea, hive beetle, wax moths, etc.  2 Includes American and European foulbrood, chalkbrood, stonebrood, paralysis (acute and chronic), 

kashmir, deformed wing, sabrood, IAPV, Lake Sinai II, etc.  3 Includes weather, starvation, insufficient forage, queen failure, hive damage/destroyed, etc. 

  



CATTLE & MILK PDI 
 

 
 
 
 

CATTLE AND CALVES:  Inventory, Supply, and Disposition, Minnesota, 2011-2016 

Year 
All Cattle 

and 
Calves 1/ 

Calf 
Crop 

Inship- 
ments 

Marketings 2/ Farm 
Slaughter 3/ 

Deaths 

Cattle Calves Cattle Calves 

                                                                                1,000 Head 

  2011 2,380 780 360 921 99 6 46 88 

  2012 2,360 790 390 913 92 6 42 87 

  2013 2,400 780 380 1,014 109 4 44 89 

  2014 2,300 770 620 1,124 106 5 46 89 

  2015 2,320 770 525 952 109 4 45 85 

  2016 2,420 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

1/ All cattle and calves inventory numbers refer to January 1. 
2/ Includes custom slaughter for use on farms where produced and state outshipments, but excludes interfarm sales within the state. 
3/ Excludes custom slaughter for farmers at commercial establishments. 

 
 
 

CATTLE AND CALVES:  Production and Income, Minnesota, 2011-2015 

Year 
Production 

1/ 
Marketings 

2/ 
Value of 

Production 

Cash 
Receipts 

3/ 

Value of 
Home 

Consumption 
Gross Income 

 --------1,000 Pounds-------- ---------------------------1,000 Dollars--------------------------- 

  2011 1,074,766 1,304,670 1,020,618 1,291,231 23,277 1,314,508 

  2012 1,104,979 1,307,700 1,209,861 1,470,510 30,030 1,500,540 

  2013 1,149,906 1,445,360 1,287,089 1,663,133 27,924 1,691,057 

  2014 1,277,792 1,648,050 1,781,873 2,394,197 38,141 2,432,338 

  2015 1,199,982 1,445,960 1,678,792 2,043,960 31,068 2,075,028 

1/ Adjustments made for changes in inventory and for inshipments. 
2/ Excludes custom slaughter for use on farms where produced and interfarm sales within the state. 
3/ Receipts from marketings and sale of farm slaughter. 

 
 
 

DAIRY:  Milk Production, Disposition, and Income, Minnesota, 2011-2015 

Year 
Total Milk 
Produced 

Disposition of Milk Produced 

Cash Receipts 
Producer Gross 

Income 1/ 
Used on Farms Where Produced 

Sold to Plants 
and Dealers Fed to Calves 

Milk, Cream 
 and Butter 

 ------------------------------------Million Pounds------------------------------------ ----------1,000 Dollars---------- 

2011 8,890 100 5 8,785 1,800,925 1,801,950 

2012 9,073 100 5 8,968 1,757,728 1,758,708 

2013 9,138 100 5 9,033 1,842,732 1,843,752 

2014 9,127 100 5 9,022 2,237,456 2,238,696 

2015 9,466 100 5 9,361 1,647,536 1,648,416 

1/ Cash receipts from marketings of milk and cream plus value of milk used for home consumption. 
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HOGS PDI 
 

 

 
 

HOGS AND PIGS:  Inventory, Supply and Disposition, Minnesota, 2011-2015 1/ 

Year 
Previous Year 

 Dec 1 Inventory 
Pig Crop 
Dec-Nov 

Inshipments Marketings 2/ 
Farm  

Slaughter 3/ 
Deaths 

Current Year  
Dec 1 Inventory 

 ----------------------------------------------------------  1,000 Head -------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2011 7,700 11,907 6,300 17,102 5.0 1,000 7,800 

2012 7,800 12,253 7,329 18,652 5.0 1,075 7,650 

2013 7,650 12,268 7,530 18,473 5.0 1,170 7,800 

2014 7,800 12,449 7,500 18,435 4.0 1,210 8,100 

2015 8,100 12,683 7,600 19,233 5.0 1,145 8,000 

Source: Meat Animal Production, Disposition and Income Summary. 
1/ The sum of the Previous Year’s December 1 inventory, pig crop and inshipments is equal to the sum of marketings, farm  
    slaughter, deaths and current year’s December 1 inventory. 
2/ Includes custom slaughter for use on farms where produced and State outshipments, but excludes interfarm sales within the State. 
3/ Excludes custom slaughter for farmers at commercial establishments. 

 
 

HOGS AND PIGS:  Production and Income, Minnesota, 2011-2015 

Year Production 1/ Marketings 2/ 
Value of 

Production 3/ 
Cash 

Receipts 4/ 
Value of Home 
Consumption 

Gross 
Income 

 ----------1,000 Pounds---------- ------------------------------1,000 Dollars------------------------------ 

2011 3,675,511 3,803,682 2,296,476 2,615,678 2,722 2,618,400 

2012 3,938,732 4,148,510 2,410,425 2,788,750 2,680 2,791,430 

2013 3,912,363 4,068,331 2,522,978 2,855,095 2,433 2,857,528 

2014 4,010,539 4,179,320 2,923,230 3,376,457 2,651 3,379,108 

2015 4,146,644 4,345,738 2,189,747 2,528,304 2,046 2,530,350 

1/ Adjustments made for changes in inventory and for inshipments. 
2/ Excludes custom slaughter for use on farms where produced and interfarm sales within the state. 
3/ Includes allowance for higher average price of state inshipments and outshipments of feeder pigs. 
4/ Receipts from marketings and sale of farm slaughter.  Includes allowance for higher average price of state inshipments and outshipments of 
    feeder pigs. 

 
 


